LA GRANGE POLICE DEPARTMENT
CHIEF KURT BLUDER
Memorandum
Date: February 20, 2018
To:

Village Manager Adriana Peterson

RE: MONTHLY REPORT FOR JANUARY 2018
________________________________________________________________________

Attached for your review are the general statistics for the shift activities for the month of
January 2018. Besides the activities, I have included a summary of other noteworthy
events.
On January 8, 2018, I was honored to be sworn in as the next
Chief of the La Grange Police Department. I began my tenure
with the La Grange Police Department after spending 29 years
with the Downers Grove Police Department. I am excited to be
part of this community and look forward to working with the men
and women of the La Grange Police Department.
On January 22, 2018, Sergeant Dave Rohlicek was
honored at the Village Board meeting for his 25 years of
service with the La Grange Police Department. Sergeant
Rohlicek began his career with the La Grange Police
Department as a police officer on January 4, 1993. Prior
to coming to La Grange, Sergeant Rohlicek completed
his bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice at Western
Illinois University and worked as a Riverside
Firefighter.
Sergeant Rohlicek has distinguished himself during his career. He was promoted to
Sergeant in July of 2015 and served in many vital roles within the department, including
DARE instructor, field training officer, school resource officer, squad leader, and
investigator. He is the recipient of several unit citations and the Chiefs Award of Merit for
his work on an Illinois Department of Transportation grant.
Probationary Officer Rocco Piraino continued his training in the field training program
spending this past month on the midnight shift.

1

DAY SHIFT ACTIVITIES
INVESTIGATIONS:
On 01/06, Ofc. Andries handled a Deceptive Practice case in the 900 block of S. Waiola
in which the victim purchased Chicago Blackhawk tickets over the internet (fraudulent).
The case is under investigation.
On 01/06, Ofc. Andries handled a Lost Article case in the 900 block of S. Catherine in
which the victim lost their purse at a local restaurant.
On 01/20, Ofc. Andries handled a Theft case in Chicago, in which money was withdrawn
from the victim’s debit card account.
On 01/23, Sgt. Cimbalista handled a Criminal Damage to Property case in the 100 block
of N. La Grange in which unknown person(s) kicked in/damaged a wooden window to a
business. No entry gained.
On 01/02, Ofc. Comstock handled a Theft case in the 100 block of W. Burlington where
a victim’s wallet was lost/stolen at a local business.
On 01/19, Ofc. Comstock handled a Domestic Situation in the 600 block of S.
Brainard. No charges were filed.
On 01/02, Ofc. Niewold handled a Deceptive Practice case in the 00 block of N. Ashland
in which the victim sold a boat over the internet and was paid with a bad check. No loss transaction cancelled.
On 01/07, Ofc. Wolf handled a Burglary to Motor Vehicle case in the 1000 block of 7th in
which unknown person(s) entered an unlocked vehicle and stole unspecified content(s).
On 01/14, Ofc. Wolf handled a Theft case in the 200 block of 7th in which a package was
taken from a porch.
ARRESTS:
NONE
PARKING TICKETS ISSUED: 13
COMPLIANCE TICKETS ISSUED: 5
ACCIDENT REPORTS TAKEN: 36
NUMBER OF CALLS TAKEN: 539
SPECIAL DETAILS:
NONE
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AFTERNOON SHIFT ACTIVITIES
TRAINING:
On 01/04 – 01/05, Ofc. Niewold attended Foundational Defensive Tactics
On 01/17, Ofc. Wolf attended NIPAS training
INVESTIGATIONS:
Investigative Case Reports taken this month included: Disorderly Conduct (3), Aggravated
Unlawful Use of a Weapon, Theft Under $500, Criminal Damage to Property (2),
Suspicious Incident (2), Child Abuse, Retail Theft (4), Battery (3), Domestic Trouble (6),
Hit and Run Motor Vehicle Accident, Identity Theft, Voluntary Committal, Ambulance
Assist (12), Well-Being Check (2), Theft Over $500 (3).
Ofc. Nemecek and additional LaGrange PD units responded to the 600 Block of West 55th
Street for a report of a suspicious package. Assisting police agencies including the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the Cook County Bomb Squad provided
support in evacuating several buildings, establishing a perimeter, and securing the package
in order to determine its contents. The package was subsequently searched and found to
have no harmful materials inside. A 32-year old Countryside man was interviewed after it
was determined that he had left the package.
Ofc. Rogers responded to the 700 Block of South 7th Avenue in reference to a report of
Child Abuse. A female juvenile reported to a counselor that she may have been
inappropriately touched by a family member in another jurisdiction. The alleged
incident(s) occurred several years ago. The Illinois Department of Children and Family
Services (DCFS) was notified, and the case was turned over to the responsible police
agency.
Ofc. Irizarry, along with additional La Grange PD units responded to the 100 Block of
South 8th Avenue in reference to a Hit and Run (Vehicle versus Pedestrian) accident. A
woman reported while she was trying to enter her parked vehicle, a vehicle hit both her,
and her vehicle causing minor injury to her, and damage to her vehicle. While police were
on the scene, it was determined that a second vehicle was struck by the same offending
vehicle. The victim was rushed to the hospital due to her injury. Ofc. Irizarry was able to
locate a suspect vehicle and the suspected driver in this incident. The case is pending.
Ofc. Kang responded to 500 Block of South 6th Avenue in reference to a Battery complaint.
Upon arrival, officers learned that the residence is currently a home for adults with
disabilities, with staff and counselors on-site. During the investigation, it was learned that
a 56-year old male resident pushed a counselor while exiting his room. The counselor did
not suffer injury, and the 56-year old man was subsequently transported to the hospital.
Ofc. Burrell responded to the 600 Block of South Brainard Avenue for a report of Harassing
Phone Calls. Upon arrival, Burrell learned that a female caretaker for the resident had been
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receiving numerous calls at the residence from a former caretaker, who had been
terminated by the resident. Burrell provided information to the woman on how to block
the calls and how to obtain information from her service provider. The report was made
as a matter of record only.
S/L Wessendorf responded to the PD lobby to take a report of a theft (stolen wallet) from
inside a business in the 00 Block of South La Grange Road. Wessendorf learned that the
victim was a patron of the business, and believed that a couple sitting behind her stole her
wallet from her purse. The business was able to provide surveillance video. The victim
also reported several attempted fraudulent transactions, using her stolen credit cards, in a
neighboring jurisdiction. The victim stated her bank notified her that she would not be
responsible for any of the fraudulent charges. The case was turned over to Investigations.
Sgt. Wardlaw, during routine patrol, observed a man who appeared to be in need of some
assistance. The man was located near the intersections of 48th and 6th Avenues. Upon
contact with the 22-year old male, he advised Wardlaw that he was overwhelmed. LGFD
paramedics were immediately summoned, who conducted an initial evaluation of the
subject. He was subsequently transported to the hospital.
Ofc. Kang responded to a business in the 00 Block of South La Grange Road in reference
to a Well-Being Check. Upon arrival, officers located a minor female who showed signs
of impairment. The teen was rushed to the hospital for treatment. Kang met with the
female’s parents. The case was closed as a matter of record only.
Ofc. Irizarry responded to a business in the 00 Block of South La Grange Road in reference
to a Battery complaint. A store manager reported that a customer inappropriately touched
one of his female employees while the customer was shopping in the business. The incident
was recorded on s urveillance video, which the manager was able to provide to officers.
Upon interviewing the victim, she advised that she did not wish to pursue complaints or
have the police contact the male suspect.
Ofc. Nemecek and S/L Wessendorf responded to a residence in the 00 Block of South 6th
Avenue in reference to a Criminal Damage to Property report. Upon arrival, Nemecek
observed a 48-year old male resident damaging a bench located outside of the apartment
building. It was learned that the man was intoxicated, and lived in the building with his
mother. Upon contacting the property manager of the building, it was learned that they did
not want the man arrested, and would handle the matter civilly. No criminal charges were
filed.
Ofc. Burrell, along with Sgt. Odom, responded to the 100 Block of South Madison Avenue
in reference to a Domestic Dispute. Upon arrival, officers learned that a 17-year old male
had been destroying property in the home and making increasingly threatening statements
towards his parents. The male was subsequently transported to the hospital for treatment.
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ARRESTS:
Ofc. McDermott arrested a 20-year old Brookfield man for Aggravated Unlawful Use of a
Weapon. Ofc. McDermott observed a loaded semi-automatic hand gun in the passenger
door of a vehicle, while conducting a traffic stop, in the vicinity of Plainfield Road and
Kensington Avenue. The offender was a passenger in the vehicle which was driven by a
20-year old LaGrange Park man, who was cited for a minor traffic violation during the
investigation. Both the weapon and the vehicle was seized as evidence and the passenger
was taken into custody, without incident.
S/L Wessendorf arrested a 42-year old Chicago man on an outstanding La Grange warrant
for Driving without a Valid Driver’s License. The man was initially detained by the
Franklin Park PD on an unrelated charge. The man was subsequently transported to the La
Grange PD by Wessendorf and processed on the warrant.
Ofc. Irizarry arrested a 33-year old Melrose Park man for Battery after responding to a
local shelter and taking a report of a man inappropriately touching a female staying at the
facility. Irizarry spoke to the victim and witnesses and developed a suspect from the
interviews. The man was eventually located and arrested at a shelter in another jurisdiction.
The man was taken into custody and charged, without incident.
Ofc Rogers arrested a 47-year old Hometown man for Theft after officers responded to a
business in the 00 Block of East Plainfield for a report of stolen materials. The business
manager advised that an unknown subject entered onto the property without permission
and removed items of value. Inv. Uher assisted in the case by developing a suspect. The
suspect reported to the PD, and during an interview, admitted to taking the items. He
believed them to be scrap metals. The man was arrested and charged, without incident.
Ofc. Burrell cited a 73-year old Tennessee woman for Striking a Pedestrian in the
Crosswalk after Burrell conducted an accident investigation in the vicinity of Harris
Avenue and La Grange Road. The driver reported that she attempted to turn northbound
on La Grange Road and never observed the 26 year old and 24 year old female pedestrians
who suffered minor injuries in the accident. Both were taken to the hospital and treated for
their injuries.
OTHER POLICE ACTIVITY:
The Afternoon shift completed 211 traffic contacts which included 4 Misdemeanor Traffic
Arrests for Driving While License Suspended/Revoked. Officers completed 23 crash
reports (5 Personal Injury) and issued 2 parking citations. Shift Officers conducted 42
Building/Business Checks and Foot Patrols.
TRAINING:
The shift successfully completed the January 2018 Police Law Institute online training on
New Laws (2018): Disabled Vehicles, Drivers Under the Age of 21, DUI Elements
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Regarding Cannabis, DUI – Actual Physical Control, Aggravated DUI, Serious Accidents
(Civil Liability), Officer Liability (Failure to Take Enforcement Action), and Anonymous
Tips (Drunk Drivers).
Sgt. Wardlaw, along with Ofc. Wessendorf, and PTO King participated in Active Shooter
Response Training at McClure Middle School (Western Springs). The training consisted
of scenarios in which first-responders deploy and react to dangerous situations in buildings,
as well as close-quarters.
Ofc. Niewold completed the entire application process (Interview / Physical Testing) for
placement on the Northern Illinois Police Alarm System (NIPAS). Ofc. Niewold was
selected, and joins Ofc. Wolf (current member) as the department’s representatives.
MIDNIGHT SHIFT ACTIVITIES
INVESTIGATIONS:
Sgt. Ljubenko responded to a business in the 0-100 block of S. LaGrange Rd. regarding a
customer dispute/disturbance between two male customers and the business manager over
a promotional offer. Officer spoke to the customers and manager regarding the issue. Peace
was restored, the two male customers left the store/business.
Sgt. Rohlicek and Sgt. Ljubenko responded to the 0-50 block of N. Brainard Ave. regarding
a well-being check. Officers met with the complainant who advised that he was concerned
about his girlfriend because she had not answered the phone or come to the door of her
residence for several hours. Officers made contact with the girlfriend who advised that she
was fine, all was ok, no problems found.
P.O. Piraino, S/L Herrera, Ofc. Cassiberry, Ofc. McDermott and Sgt. Ljubenko responded
to the 300 block of Bluff Ave. for a possible domestic disturbance between a female subject
and a male friend. It was learned that the female subject was visiting her male friend and
some other mutual friends at their residence. The female subject and her male friend
became involved in a verbal argument which allegedly led to both subjects pushing and
shoving each other. No injuries were observed on either subject. Peace was restored, no
complaints signed, the female subject agreed to leave the residence for the night.
Ofc. Kaiser, P.O. Piraino, S/L Herrera, Ofc. Cassiberry, Ofc. McDermott and Sgt. Rohlicek
responded to the 300 block of Bluff Ave. for a domestic disturbance between two male
subjects. The two male subjects became involved in a verbal argument which lead to both
pushing/shoving each other and one subject allegedly throwing a bowl of cereal at the other
subject. Peace was restored, no complaints signed or arrests made, one subject agreed to
leave the residence for the night and stay with friends in a neighboring town. Domestic
violence information forms were provided to both subjects.
P.O. Piraino, S/L Herrera, Ofc. Kaiser, Ofc. Cassiberry, Ofc. McDermott and Sgt. Rohlicek
responded to a domestic disturbance in the 1000 block of S.6th Ave. involving a mother
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and her teenage daughter. The two subjects had become involved in a verbal argument.
Peace was restored, both mother and daughter remained at the residence along with other
family members who were also on scene.
Ofc. Nemecek met with a complainant at this P.D. regarding a telephone harassment
incident. The complainant advised that she had received some harassing/annoying phone
calls and text messages from a female friend of her ex-boyfriend. Complainant was given
information on blocking calls, messages from the subject. Matter of record only at this
time.
Ofc. Comstock, Ofc. Nemecek, P.O. Piraino, Ofc. Kang and Sgt. Ljubenko responded to
the 1000 block of S. 7th Ave. for the domestic disturbance involving a male subject, his
girlfriend and some of the girlfriend’s family members. It was learned that the male subject
and his female subject girlfriend have an infant child together. The female subject was
staying with her child at her parent’s residence. The male subject went to the residence to
visit his girlfriend and child. The male subject became involved in a verbal altercation
with his girlfriend and the girlfriend’s brother, father. No injuries, no complaints to be
signed. Peace was restored, the male subject agreed to leave the residence and return to his
own residence. The male subject was told to seek legal advice regarding child
custody/visitation issues. Domestic violence information forms provided to all parties.
Ofc. Comstock and Sgt. Ljubenko responded to the 0-50 block of Hayes Ave. for the
domestic disturbance involving a female subject and her boyfriend. It was learned that the
two subjects became involved in a verbal argument which allegedly led to verbal threats
being exchanged by both subjects. Peace was restored, no injuries were observed or
suffered, no complaints signed. The male subject agreed to leave the residence and stay
with a friend in another town. The female subject was provided information on possibly
obtaining an order of protection. Domestic violence information forms were provided to
subjects.
ARRESTS:
Ofc. Cassiberry arrested a 45 year old male subject from Des Plaines for D.U.I. The subject
was involved in a 3-car accident and was discovered to be under the influence. Subject
was processed and released on bond with a return court date.
Ofc. McDermott and Sgt. Rohlicek arrested a 23 year old male subject from Maywood for
traffic offenses including Driving with a Revoked D/L and Aggravated Fleeing and
Eluding. Officers knew the subject to have a revoked driver’s license and observed him
driving his vehicle. Officers attempted to conduct a traffic stop, at which point the
subject/vehicle immediately fled from the officers and the area at a high rate of speed.
Maywood P.D. was notified and the subject was arrested as he returned to his residence.
He was subsequently turned over to LaGrange P.D. Subject was processed and transported
to court for a felony bond hearing.
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Ofc. Nemecek arrested a 24 year old male subject from Orland Park for Driving while D/L
Suspended, and having an active Probation Violation Warrant out of Cook County. A
traffic stop was conducted on the subject and he was found to have a suspended driver’s
license and an active warrant. Subject was processed and transported to court for a bond
hearing.
OTHER POLICE ACTIVITY:
The Midnight shift completed 215 traffic contacts which included 4 misdemeanor Traffic
Arrests for Driving while License Suspended/Revoked/No Valid D/L and investigated 3
property damage traffic accidents, one of which was a hit and run accident, and 1 personal
injury traffic accident. Shift Officers issued 142 parking citations for overnight parking
and other violations. Shift Officers conducted 96 Building/Business Premise Checks and
Foot Patrols. In addition, Ofc. Andries began teaching the spring semester DARE
curriculum to the 5th grade classes at St. John’s and St. Cletus schools and shift members
conducted fit testing of their personal protective masks with the Fire Department.
TRAINING:
The shift successfully completed the January 2018 Police Law Institute online training
along with the Lexipol Daily Training Bulletins. In addition, P.O. Piraino began Step II of
his field training program on the Midnight Watch with FTO Herrera and FTO Kang, and
Ofc. Nemecek attended NIPAS candidate interview/training.
INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION ACTIVITIES
INVESTIGATIONS:
Investigative case reports taken/followed up on this month include: Suspicious Incident
(1), Criminal Sexual Assault/Abuse (1), Theft (1), Hit and Run Accident with Injury (1),
Robbery (1), and Aggravated Unlawful Use of a Weapon (1).
Inv. Uher and Inv. Coleman assisted the afternoon Shift with a suspicious incident at St.
Cletus Church. A subject entered the church and placed a black bag behind the church alter.
The subject was then confronted by a staff member at which time the subject made an
unusual statement causing the staff member concern. The Cook County Department of
Homeland Security and Cook County Bomb Squad was called to the scene. An inspection
of the bag revealed it contained only articles of clothing. A subject was identified through
surveillance video and items left in the bag. Inv. Uher and Inv. Coleman interviewed the
suspect and his family and determined the subject did not poses an immediate threat to
anyone and there was no intention of harm to be caused to others by the suspect. Case was
closed.
Inv. Coleman and Inv. Uher conducted follow-up investigation into an allegation of
Criminal Sexual Assault/Abuse of a juvenile. Inv. Coleman attended a victim’s sensitive
interview of the juvenile along with a Chicago PD Detective. During the interview the
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victim juvenile indicated the incidents of assault/abuse occurred in the City of Chicago and
not La Grange. The case was turned over to Chicago PD and the Department of Child and
Family Services (DCFS).
Inv. Uher conducted follow-up investigation into a Theft. Inv. Uher relayed the facts of the
case to the Cook County States Attorney’s Office Felony Review Unit who approved
charges for a Theft. Inv. Uher then presented the facts of the case to the court at which time
a felony theft warrant was issued for the arrest of offender Christopher Petrucci 34 YOA.
Case is pending the arrest of the offender.
Inv. Coleman and Inv. Fulla assisted Ofc. Sabrina Irizarry with follow-up related to a Hit
and Run Accident involving Injury. Inv. Coleman assisted Ofc. Irizarry with obtaining a
search warrant for the offending vehicle. The search warrant was obtained at which time
Inv. Coleman and Inv. Fulla executed the search warrant. The investigators processed the
offending vehicle for evidence related to the Hit and Run Accident. Case pending.
ARREST:
Inv. Coleman and Inv. Fulla conducted follow-up investigation into a Robbery that
occurred at the Golden Spa in October 2017. After several attempts to have a second
juvenile offender turn himself in Inv. Coleman and Inv. Fulla located the juvenile at
DuPage County Court House on 01/22/18. The 16 YOA male juvenile was taken into
custody and arrangements were made for his attorney and parent to meet investigators at
the La Grange Police Station. Subsequently, the 16 YOA male juvenile was charged with
one felony count of Robbery and transported to the Cook County Juvenile Detention
Facility for a status custody hearing.
Inv. Fulla assisted Ofc. Laura McDermott and Chief Kurt Bluder with follow-up after the
arrest of an offender Ethan J. Vidas. Vidas was the passenger in a vehicle stopped for
traffic. A semi-automatic handgun was located in plain view as well as the immediate
vicinity and control of Vidas. Vidas was arrested and charged with one Felony count of
Aggravated Unlawful Use of a Weapon. Inv. Fulla has been in the process of contacting
U.S. ATF to determining the rightful ownership of the handgun. Case pending.
OTHER POLICE ACTIVITY:
Mid-January S/L. Patrick Fulla was welcomed to the Investigations Unit as Inv. Ken Uher
returned to the Patrol Division as the Squad Leader of the Day Shift. Inv. Uher diligently
served in the Investigations Unit for a combined total of 5 years. During his tenure Inv.
Uher was promoted to supervisor position within the Major Case Assistance Team
(MCAT). Inv. Uher experience will be a welcomed asset to the Patrol Division while he
gains supervisory experience in the roll of Squad Leader. Inv. Fulla, having served 3 prior
years in the Investigations Unit, will be a welcomed asset to the unit.
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Inv. Coleman and Inv. Uher attended the Major Case Assistance Team (M.C.A.T.) meeting
that was combined with the annual M.C.A.T. Chief’s Meeting. Also in attendance were
Chief Kurt Bluder and Inv. Sgt. Robert Wardlaw.
Inv. Uher and Inv. Coleman assisted M.C.A.T. with a surveillance investigation in another
jurisdiction related to burglaries. No burglaries occurred during the investigation and no
arrests were made.
Inv. Uher and Inv. Fulla conducted School resource duties at LTHS.
Inv. Coleman and Inv. Fulla attended LERMS training.
AUXILIARY AND PART-TIME POLICE UNITS
The Auxiliary Unit volunteered 73 hours during the month of January. Time was spent
conducting house checks, street lights out list and various patrol duties.
The part-time officers completed 31 traffic contacts, which included 15 citations. They
were also active during the month responding to 126 calls for service in the community.
PARKING DIVISION
The parking division registered $18,465 in parking fines through conventional payments,
online payments or collection efforts.

10

TRUCK ENFORCEMENT STATISTICS
JANUARY 2018
Location
CBD

Date

0
La Grange RD

Cossitt thru
47th

02/01/18
02/01/18

Time

Result

Equipment

Moving

License/Reg

Weight

Insurance

0

0

Sub-total by Area
5:09
5:40

W
W

2

Sub-total by Area

0

Sub-total by Area

0

Sub-total by Area

0

Sub-total by Area

0
02/03/18

Sub-total by Area
6:10
C

1

Sub-total by Area

0

Sub-total by Area

1
1

Other
East - La
Grange RD
Ogden Ave

La Grange &
West

East Ave

Other

47th Street

1

Other
0

2

1
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Summary of Activities
PATROL ACTIVITIES
NUMBER OF CALLS TAKEN
ACCIDENT REPORTS TAKEN
FELONY ARRESTS
MISDEMEANOR ARRESTS
DUI ARRESTS
WARRANT ARRESTS
TRAFFIC VERBAL WARNINGS
COMPLIANCE CITATIONS ISSUED
TRAFFIC CITATIONS ISSUED
PARKING TICKETS - by Officers
PARKING TICKETS - by Parking Div.
JUVENILE ARRESTS
PRISONERS HELD IN LOCK-UP

January
2018
1,148
64
2
1
1
2
217
40
49
160

600

440

11

January
2017
1,447
52
1
0
0
5
225
38
80
115

675

560

6
15

2018
YTD
1,148
64
2
1
1
2
217
40
49

2017
YTD
1,447
52
1
0
0
5
225
38
80

600

675

11

6
15
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